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Minister’s Time:

The mission of Christ’s church is to change the minds of people. Our goal should never be that of just win-
ning an argument or making a point. Our goal should never be just to “put down” someone. Our goal as the
church is to get people to change their minds and their lives to conform with the saving gospel of Christ. To
this end, all of our efforts should be devoted. With that goal in our minds and our hearts, we need to think
about how we might get people to change. There are only three possible ways by which men have ever been
changed:

1) By Force.
2) By Purchase.
3) By Persuasion.

Mankind, and even nations have been changed by the use of physical force. When a person’s life or physical
welfare is sufficiently threatened by the use of force, he will usually submit to the will of another. The history
books are full of examples of this kind of change. Likewise, if a sufficient price is offered to most people,
they will change their lives to conform to the will of the purchaser. This is easily seen in wages or even
bribes. Man’s conduct is also changed by the power of persuasion. When compelling reasons are given for a
different course of action, a person may be convinced to change both his mind and his conduct.

Now, of these three ways by which man can be changed, which is acceptable for use by Christians? It should
be obvious that neither Force nor Purchase is acceptable in trying to change others. Neither one of these
methods has anything to do with changing the mind of the individual. These methods might change his ac-
tions but they will not change his convictions. Belief in what is right cannot be imposed on the human mind
by either force or money. Even the change in conduct brought by these methods lasts only as long as the force
or the money holds out.

The only tool left to the Christian is the power of persuasion! This is precisely as God has ordained it. Note
the following two passages:

“Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men....” (2 Corinthians 5:11).

“....and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God, and trying to per-
suade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until
evening” (Acts 28:23).

Our Lord is not interested in “forced” service or “bribed” obedience. He is interested in people being persuad-
ed to “obey from the heart” (Romans 6:17). God desires a transformation of the whole man which begins with
“the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).

While the power of persuasion is all we have, it is enough! The only thing that renders it ineffective is our
refusal or negligence to use it. May God always find us busily engaged in using the power of persuasion to
change the minds of others.

In Christ’s love, Paul




YOU’RE IN OUR PRAYERS
Our Shut-Ins:

Art & Rose Beard, Margie Cahall, Vivian Carroll, Charles
Cox, Pauline Cox, Theresa Hamblin, Joann Hughes, Nan-
nie Hunt, Anita Jones, Linda Raider, Leon Roberts, Olin
Skinner, Buddy Joe & Christine Smyth, Jeremy Stewart
Our Members:

Judy Adams, Betty Bishop, Daryll Cook, Jerry Estes, Sarah
Estes, Joann Jones, Katherine Land, Anna Puckett, Roger
Puckett, Lisa Stewart, Betty Wiseman

Our Family and Friends:

Our Country, Coronavirus Victims, Military and Police,

Nora Lee Abney, Shirley Adams, Trevor Addison, Marty
Anderson, Flo Arthur, Ralph Arvin, Margaret Atkinson,
Steve Baber, Gene Bernard, Sherman Boyle, Earl Bran-
denburg, Josh Combs, Crooked Creek Church, Roger
Dawes, Melissa Dickerson, Elizabeth Dixon, Roy Dixon,
Robert Flynn, Darrell Hall, Donald Hardy, Mark Honchell,
Debbie Kerr, Brenda Lee, Kristie Lesly, Bobby Mitchel, Bill
Morris, Shirley Mullins, W J Noland, Liam Norton, William
Owens, Jack and Sharon Rawlins, Larry Reed, Roxanne
Reinhart, Mildred Richardson, Angela Ritchie, Patty Rid-
dle, Fred Rogers, Lisa Sebastian, Charles Smith, Aaron
Stamper, Sherry Stamper, Matthew Townson, Dayleon
Usher, Theresa VanWinkle, Matt Vaught, Kim Weaver,
Linda Williams, Bobby Willis

Sympathy:

Bascum Abney Family

Doris Hardy Family

Richard Kelly Family

Israel Shane Mills Family
Darlene Morris Family

Audra Carolyn Smallwood Family

Leadership’s Moment:

“How should Christians prepare themselves to Vote” We
ended last month’s moment with this statement. We as
Christians should strive to allow our political thinking and
acting to express our Christian discipleship just as in any
other part of our lives. What issues the candidates and their
platforms have that fit our way of life as a Christian. The
Bible says how we are to treat law breakers, sinners, and
each other. I’'m not saying all candidates law breakers or
sinners but we need to look at their views as God’s laws in
the Bible shows us and hold them accountable for them. We
can see what they stand for and their views by reading their
platforms listed below are links to both Democratic and Re-
publican platforms. If you don’t have time to read the whole
text type in search words to read their stand, example fami-
lies or family you can tell if they view the family as God

views it. When | typed in families in one of the platforms a
statement disturbed me “white families is hurting our work-
ing class and holding our country back.” | my opinion any
American family who is working is not holding this country
back, the color does not matter. This is how this country be-
came what it is, no other country in the world is like it. An-
other word is Christian how platform views religious free-
dom. Also remember the platform is written from the view-
point of one side there are misquoted facts about the other
side in all of these. If you problems with the these links if |
can help you in anyway ask me and | will help you the best |
can.

https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/08/2020-07-31-Democratic-Party-Platform-
For-Distribution.pdf

https://prod-cdn-static.gop.com/docs/
Resolution Platform 2020.pdf?

ga=2.165306300.2055661719.1598124638-
455285808.1584478680
Scott
“/ KdzZNOK” a2 dza S

As coronavirus spreads we continue Sunday morning wor-
ship in our parking lot on FM105.3 and streaming on Face-
book. We are glad to see Betty Mae and Edna Murphy com-
ing. We would like to welcome the visitors who have been
joining us each Sunday morning, glad to see Jack and Sha-
ron Rawlins coming and worshiping with us. We will contin-
ue to update you on changes as the government allows us
to have more activities for our church family. Invite others
who may not have any services at their church or may not
go to church.

August the 18™ was Ray WittQ 99" birthday we planned a
parade to drive by his house to wish him a happy 99" it
rained but we went anyway Bro Paul and Betty lead the
way. We had several cars in our little parade thank those
who came and Ray enjoyed it.

We have the newsletter, the calendar and the daily devo-
tion on our website www.riverdrivechristian.org you can
access with your computer or your smart phone by going
to publications.

River Drive Christian Church
363 River Drive
Irvine, KY 40336

Sunday School...Canceled until later
Drive-in Morning Service .... 10:45 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study.... 6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study............6:00 PM
Paul Groves, Minister,
Phone 606-723 2553
Website: www.riverdrivechristian.org ,
Email: rdcc2553@windstream.net

OServing Estill & Adjacent Countiesé
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